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1HEOLOGICAL OBSERVER
WHAT JS THB YOIID OF GODi'

Dr. J. W. Behnken. read the following statement in both Eaglilh
and German~ the memben of Section I (Theology) of the I.utbma
World Federation at Hanover July 29, 19S2:
First of all, I would like to take oc:cuion to thank you mm ol
the Lutheran World Federation for inviting a goodly number of m
of The Lutheran Oiwch-Miuouri Synod to atteDd the pmmc
convention u oJ&cial visiton. I want to assure you that we appiecim
this very much. We wae told that we may be giYm the Soar ia
sectional meetings, and we c:ataialy are grateful for this pnYilegr.
The faa that we are oJ&cial visitors makes it somewhat cmbl.ra.
ing for me to speak. I do not want to aeace the impression that I ,nm
to intrude on your discussions or that I want to ake up IOIDC al
your valuable time. However, there are some things which ue wq
near to my heart which I have missed in the discussion dms far,
and I woulcl like to ~ a question or two to arri.e at a dear
understanding.
I have noted, with great inceicst, the emphasis placed on the IJYiDg
Word, on forgiveness and justification solely through <lirist, aad cm
faith in Oirist u the sinner's only hope. To my knowledge tbae is
no problem with .refemice to these great uuths in our Clnmh. To m.
Jesus, the Goel-Man, the Savior of m•okiod, is the heart aad rmaer
of Holy Writ. We emphasize the momentous truths of God's Waal
again and again. We believe, too, that through the prodamaricm al
these great truths the Spirit of Goel brings people ~ faith in Qmr.
a living faith, a faith which will serve Goel RDd the neighbor ml
will stri"Ve to be zealous unto good works.
Jesus means everything to me. Without Him, I, a misenble liaaer,
would be hopelessly lost. In Him, however, I haw: forgiftDeSSt peace
with Goel, and assurance of ecemal life. Hence I dearly love Jam.
He is my One and All. And it is because of this that I deady Jowe
His Word.
Now my question is this: What is the Wmd of Goct1 Is it Omsc'1
~ Is it meiely flNU Clwisl#trl lmlHli' Are not all pans of die
Bible God's Wmd? Wbm we uk om people about this, dley will 1111
us in all sincerity of heart: The Bible is God's Word. If 'JOG ak me,
a simple child of Goel, I will tell you that the Bible in all im pull.
766
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ia its every statemenr. is the Word of God given by impi.mtioa of
God. wrlaen by holy men of God who weie moved by the Holy
Ghost. ID my youth I learned the hymn in which the words occur:
Du Wmt, welch'1 jem ia Schriflea nehc,
hr far uad uabeweglich.
Zwar Himmel uad cfie Ercl' ftrgebr,
Goer's Word bleibr aber cwig.

last Suaday I saw the Luther .film. I was deeply impmsed and
Rrmgthened when I saw what I believe is historically comet: Luther
poimiag at the Bible u the Word of God. I know what the Bible
mant co him. I know that au word of the Bible made the whole
world too ourow for him. I pray God that I may be like him and
dm when I read a passage in Scripture I may say: '"Thus saith
cbe I.onL·
. My dear friends: you ue preparing a theological statement which
as co go out inco all pans of the world u a proclamation of the
Lutheran World Federation, OD the Word of God, and which will
be read and studied by the lay people in the world. May I inquire
ia all seriousness whether you should not issue a clear-cut Statement
ia simple language that eveiyone may µndentaod ir, not merely about
Jesus, rhe Living Word, but also about the Word which reveals
Him co me, the Bible, the written Word of God?
P.M.B.
"'rHB LUTHBRAN
GRBAT
IN

BRITAIN"

?hat is the title of a new Lutheran chwch paper whose fint issue
appeued July 15, 1952. It is being published by the Lutheran Council
of Gmt Britain ( address TI» LMlbtwo, 493 Oxfoni Street, Lon-

don. w. 1.).

An editorial states: '"That the tem1 Lutheran and The Lutheran
Omxh ue relatively uokoowo in the British Isles is not due solely
ID ID imalarity complex Oil the part of British Cbrisri•as, 1be
iapoasibility mes just u squarely OD the shoulden of British Lucbenaism. which has never paid real notice to other British Ciristiaos.•
One of the purposes of this new paper is "to present the doctrim1
and pnctical position of British Lutheranism to members of other
faidis.• If the sua::eediog issues follow the high Jcve1 of the int
aamber, the paper should go far toward achieving this aim. The leading article,
by thf', cb•ian•a of the Council. tbe lleT. B. George
written
Paste of 'Ibe Lutheran Oiurch - Missouri Synod, and entitled
-i"be Outlook of Lutheranism," develops clearly and pncrially tbe
mning of the duee SoWs of the llefmmatioo, to whole proamlgatioa
wad cle&me the new publicatioa is dcdiaam. The fiat anmber P"'!S
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the names and addresses of the fifty-six Lutheran puma ia Ballia,
serving forty thousand memben. Tbae is also a map of Laadaa
indicating the fifteen Lutham placa of wonhip in tbe meaopaGs.
May Goel richly bless this new project of tbe Bridlh Jmhenas,

v.a.

THB LUTHERAN CHURCH- MISSOURI SYNOD AND TIILIIYISl0H

When The l;.uthe.ran Church-Missouri Synod lauacba i11 aew
television series, ''This Is the Life," in October, it will be opmiag
a new chapter in modem missionary histmy. As tbe Lurhmn Hour
blazed a uail in ndio evangelism more than 20 :,em ago, IO dais
new and ambitious undertaking of Synod promises to cake tbe bl
in Gospel telecasting on a nation-wide basis. ''lbis Is tbe J.ile• is
a d.ramatic propm built around the everyday experieaas of a lJpial
Christian family. It is not a preaching service. In &a, aaly mely will
the program include a formal presentation of Christian uudl by mam
of the formal sermon or formal Jeawe. Instead, the umbs of die
Christian Gospel will become alive u they are presented in a mia
of episodes designed for the gieat non-captive televisioa eudimc:e
The primary target audience in this venture are tbe milliam of
who have not been brought to faith in Christ. 1be ftlioas
Americans
episodes are designed to present the Christian life u wimomely 11
possible and to interpret the basic truths of the Christian life in lmlll
which are understandable to the average unchurchcd family siuiag
in its living room. Among those who see a great future for -ibis Is
the Life" are the members of the Broadcasting and Pilm Oeomieim
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S. A.
This is an enwcly new device in teaching and will mqui1e die
best talents and especially the Lord's clliectioa, lest tbe undaakiag
Jose sight of the Chwch's one great wk, to teaeb tbe cmile caamel
of God, the true natwe of sin, the grace of God in the Pmaa ml
work of our divine Redeemer, justification and saaaificacioa. 1he
Gospel is always foolishness to men, and the temptatioa to wam don
the Gospel to mere moralism or sentimental emotionalism is an nupresent danger. If the prog.rams serve u chwch bells to iamce die
unchurched, they will serve a glorious purpose, will open new dam
ID the Gospel. and place new and glorious rapcxw"bilides cm God's
peculiar people chosen to be His wimesses.
P.11.JI.

"THB YDDICr MUST BBMAIN: 'NON LJQUBT' •
In the H;l,1,m J,,.,,,.J (April. 19'2) Pmf. LG. I.um of I.napaal
C.ollege tmews C Leslie Mitt0a's TIM Bf,islI. IO , _ .zr,6ui-r
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(O.U.P. Pp.277, 6 appeodices. :50s). In his book, originally a docror'1 cliaerwioa, Dr. Mitton cndeavm, to demOD1trate the propositioa
diat Paul cannot be regarded as the author of ~pbai■n1, In this,
Reviewer Lunt supports him, thoughpropounds
be
this tbeo.ry: "'My
solutioo, for what it is worth, is that it [)3pbai■m] is in subscmce
Paul's; I an conceive of its being a homily delive.r:cd in Rome to
• group of his friends. Perhaps it was not dictated quite as the
Epistles were, but was taken down more as a reporter takes down
a speech or a sermon." He concludes his discussion with the words:
"Dr.Minon', case is well argued: the and-Pauline evidence is cogent.
But the venfia must remain: Non liff'"I." What moves Professor Lunt .
to this decision? His consideration of Dr. Mitton'• arguments shows
the predicament in which the critia of the Bible 6nd tbemselva as
they attack the traditional church assumptiom. Dr. Lunt writes:
•supposing that we do go all the .way with Dr. Mitton and agree
dm the Epistle annot have come from Paul's pen, where are we
then? Are not the difficulties that ensue even gn:ater than those from
which we seek escape? We are asked to conjun: up in the sub•postolic age a faithful disciple of Paul, who will on the one band
most cleverly put together a rehash of the master's teaching, expanding
it to meet present needs and adding some very profound ideas of his
own, and yet on the other hand will misunderstand some of the
master's favorite words and use them in a sense quite other than hiL
So c:omcienrious an imitator would not have made such blatant .llll5llkes, and one capable of such mistakes would not be likely to be
10 very ma:asful in representing his original. We are asked to believe
that be was a Gentile, yet because he was assuming the peaon of
the master be speaks of himself as a Jew and adchesses Gentiles as
'you that were far off,' and although he explains and simplifies certain
Jewish ideas, he yet inuocluces without explanation or preczdent the
very ezpressive figure of 'the middle wall of partition.' 'Ibis imimor,
it is further claimed, so wrote himself lnto the part that be builds up
the details of Paul's imprisonment from other lettea, but then lapses
into his own person, with his references to 'the holy apostles and
prophets' (ll:20 and W:S), and to himself as 'the least of all the
saints' (W:8). (The root-dU&c:ulty seems to be the combin■ri'lll of
arguments which like the hydra has too many heads. ( 1) U Ephesians
is unlike Paul-which it is-then it must be by anocbc:r band.
(2) li it is like Paul-which it is shown to be-then it must be
by an imimor.) The statistia adduced are indeed impressiw, but
aa licen.ry aiticism be reduced to scatistia?
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"TI1e more the inremal evidence is considered, the more dificult is
it to nscribe Ephesians to Paul. n,e more the alternatives arc cmsidered, the most unlikely does ench become. There is a ml impasse
here. If it is by a Pauline imitator, it is - despite the fashion of
pseudonymity prevailing in those times - almost an audacious pamd7.
'The hypothesis of an absolutely unknown theologian of so high m
order in the second century,' wrote Bishop J. W. Hunkin, 'is not one
to be lightly adopted.' Ephesians m:iy fit ill with the rest of the
Pauline corpus, but when we come to compare it with other
pseudonymous works, the contrast between it and them is very much
greater. The position is well summed up by A. D. Nock: 'Ephesians.
though not by Paul, is Pauline: the Pastorals as a whole are nor.'
"I find 'the brilliance and serenity of Ephesians even more iaezplicable if we place it in the sub-apostolic period than if we, despite
all the difficulties, give it its traditional date-at the end o~ Paul's life
during the imprisonment at Rome. It certainly does not fit with Paul
the writer that we know; but then it is a type of composition dw
we do not know. For it is a homily, rather than a letter, and as such it
is unique (p.14 ). The trappings of the Letter in which it is dressed,
I should regard as unauthentic, being appended at beginning and end
to bring this work into line with the rest."
J. T. :MU&UEI
BRJl!F ITEMS FROM "RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICB"

Representatives of the 16,000 Greek Orthodox in lsrael-nearl7
one half of the country's Arab Christians-held their first national
conference at Nazareth. . . . Provisions were m:ide for better service
of the communities remote from Jerusalem, the se:it of the Patriarch
Timothy. An additional motive for this action is found in the fact
that the Russian Onhodox Church in Israel has been making efons
to draw Greek Onhodox into its fold•

•

•

•

The Czechoslovak Minister of Education, Zdenek Nejedly, bu
announced in Vienna that p:uents wishing to have their children auend
religious instruaion classes must file a special application with the
Communist authorities. • . • The announcement came shortly after the
Minister, in a speech, had bitterly attacked the Roman Catholic
Church, making it clear that he thought the chief virtue of the
Communist regime is that it protects youth from the "snares of ~
Vatican.'' Children, he said, "must be educated in the ComJDuniSt
spirit and" taken care of spiritually while they are still young, while
their mind .resembles a clean blackboard on which all can be written,
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and when the child is grateful for c:ich piece of attention. Kinder~ are my special pride; we take the child at the age of three, lead
ham by the hand until the age of six, and rhen tum him over to the

are of the reacher in primary schools. In this way rhe child is given

a firm basis for a good life, dedicnred ro Socialism." . . . The education
minister's action, coupled with the current violent attacks on the
Church, is interpreted as a sign of rhe Czech government's concem over
rhe increasing attendance at churches and religious insuuction classes
in schools.
•
•

The Diocesan Promotion Committee of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in Maine has prepared maps showing rhe location of every
parish, mission, and summer mission in the Stare of Maine, and
listing on the reverse side rhe hours of service in each parish as
""ell as the name, address, and phone number of rhe rector. These
maps are avail:ible ar the Maine Publicity Bureau offices on the
major highways; also p:irish churches and chambers of commerce
rhroughout the Stare are distributing them.

•

•

From New Delhi, India, comes rhe report th:it Puliament has
amended the Indian Christian Marriage Act of 1872 to raise the
marital age for Chrisrinn males from 16 to 18 yean and of females
from 13 to 16. . . . Although child marriages are not so prevalent
among Christian Indians as among Hindus, it was found that even
among Christians early m:irriage was sometimes encouraged, parricularly in rural are35; hence the above act which brings the regulations governing Christian marriages into conformity with those for
non-Christians established recently by rhe Child Marriage Restraint Aa.

•

•

The Vatican Radio reporrs rhat the Communist government of
Poland has ordered rhe closing of all Catholic orphanages in the
country. A spokesman for the Polish regime was quoted as saying
the reason for the action was that "education given in these instituteS
does nor correspond with the requirements of the Muxist-Leninist•
Swinist era."
•
•

The eighth national convention of the Youth for Christ International at Winona Lake, Ind., attended by 4,000 delegares from
42 States, five Canadian pl'OVinces, and ten foreign countries, adopted
a record S760,000 budget for next year, $190,000 higher than last
year. ... The president, Dr. Robert A. Cook of Chicago, outlined plans
which, he said, " 'Otdd use 10,000 Christian young
rusade for
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people, each reaching 100 of his cl:wmates or friends in the nm
12 months. . . . Tokyo w:is selected as the site for the sixth World
Congress
on Evangelism to be held next year.

•

•

•

The fucilities of Washington {Episcopal) Cathedral in Washing•
ton, D. C., :ire used by a Reform Jewish congregation and a Russian
Orthodox group. The Temple Sinai Congregation {Rabbi Balfour
Brickner) worships in the cathedml's Bethlehem Chapel each Friday
evening; the Russian Orthodox group holds Sunday services in die
Chapel of the Resurrection. . . . Dean Francis B. Sayre. Jr., said that
during the Jewish services the cross on the altar will be .replaad
by an Ark of Israel containing parchment scrolls of the first 6'-e
books of the Old Testament.

•

•

•

The Vatican Radio reports that Chinese Communist authorities
have ordered Roman Catholics of the Tingchow diocese, fukien
Province, to alter the prayers of the mass by omitting the mme
of the Pope.
•
•
•

In La Vega, Texas, a rap!dly growing and prosperous community
on the outskirts of Waco, 500 parents signed a 26-page petition
charging the school superintendent with running the town's school
system
"like a Baptist parochial institution." Parents claimed that
teachezs and students were forced to attend religious sessions dw
were
mainly "Baptist-style"; that three Roman Catholic students IP'
fuiling grades because they did not attend a Baptist convention at
Baylor University; also th:it students of I.ntin-Amerian descent 11-ae
rimin:ued
against. - The serious part of the matter is that this
isolated instance will be used by certain parties as defense for cheir
own aaions; and - ''What's sauce for the goose... ,"

•

•

•

Three American women ate spending a year in the wilds of New
Guinea, Borneo, and Australia's bush country recording on tape die
.reading of Bible passages by natives of those regions. These .readings
then
ate processed
on phonograph disks in the United Stales and
sent back to the natives free of charge. Tribal or community groups
who do not have a phonograph or other reproduaiOD device will be
one, postage free, at a nominal charge of $10•..• The undersupplied
taking is sponsored by Gospel Recoidings, Inc., a Los Angela, Olif.,
concern. The three ladies ate Joy Ridderhof, Sanna Barlow, and Ann
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Sherwood. .•. We :ire told that hearing their own voices and those
of friends bu "an llStonishing effect" on primitive people. "One South
,American Indi:in tribe that we recorded has built a church around
their Gospel machine and worships at it every Sunday."

..

"

•

The Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of America and Canada now
has twice as many members on its foreign mission field as it has in
irs home churches - thus rhe report at their annual meeting in
Minneapolis, Minn. There are about 6,000 members on their mission
field in Haiti (a field taken over when the Communists closed the
door to further work in Czechoslovakia) and about 3,000 members in
their 30 churches in the United States and Canada. These 3,000 members contributed $10,000 to support four missionaries in Haiti, three
in Canada,
three
:md
in the United States.

•

"

•

Third honors in the "Smlin Prize" for 1952 was won by Dimitri
Eremine for his novel "Storm over Rome," in which Pope Pius XII is
depicted as rushing around in his own automobile, violating all traffic
rules and abusing policemen who want to fine him. The Pope is
charged with "organizing the brutal suppression of a revolution of
starved workers, rendered unemployed by the decision of Wall Street ro
close down nil Iralian factories and eliminate competition to American
products." Again, when the picture of Stalin appears on the Grand .
Can:il in Venice, "a reverent hush descends upon the assembled multi•
rude, which then bursts into an indescribable m:inifestation of joy."

•

•

•

Plans are being made by Protestants and Roman Catholics in India
to celebrate the 1,900th anniversary of the arrival of St. Thomas in
India. Tradition has it that the Apostle Thomas founded the Christian
Chwch in India A. D. 52 and that he was put t0 death in the Malabar
region A. D. 58. The churches have set the week of Nov. 16 ro 23
for the main celebration, which is to take place at Kerala o~ the
Malabar coast.
•
•
•
Plans were launched in Hannover, Germany, for the publication of
a Lutheran World Encyclopedia that will serve as an international
reference work "embracing the entire cycle of Lutheran interests, doctrine, and aalon. The proposal won unanimous approval from the
Lutheran World Federation's Assembly. The Federation's executive
committee was authorized to find ways and means tO finance the projea,
which, it is estimated, will take seven years to complete. . . . The
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as

encyclopedia· will consist of two 800-page volumes, coacaiaing a a,al
of 2,560,000 words. Contents of the volumes will include anida oa
theology, history and biography, polity, liturgy, church activities such
missions, publications, education,
ecumenical
etc.,
relarioaships. ml
. . . Cost of producing the manuscript will be about $40,000
to be provided by the Federation, which, however, will not undenake
responsibility for the cost of publication, estimated at upwards of
$55,000 for 10,000 sets, but will offer the manuscript to publishen
without charge. The encyclopedia will first be published in English
German.
•
•
•

A C:itholic paper, The l11tli111111 C11tholic R•cortl, of Indianapolis.
raises its voice against "religious gadgetry." "Here is a field," said the
paper, "where the American went for invention has begun tO opeme
with deplorable results. The ros:u:y clicker is as yet a primitive machine
which must be worked by band; the possibilities of elc:ctrifying ics
action, of elcaronicilly amplifying the clicks, inscning hydramatic shift
between the decades and possibly embellishing it with a cigar lighser
modeled into the image of a favorite saint - these open wiclt, if
appalling, visr:is to the religious gadgetcer. The absurdity of the
electric vigil light stands leaves us almost, but not quire mute. We
recognize their neatness and efficiency, bur rhe religious symbolism
escapes us completely. The sight of a bank of IO-watt bulbs piously
emitting their ohms or amperes before some sacred shrine fails to kindle
any spiritual Bame in our hearts. The wedding of piety and jcwdr)'
which the religious gadgerccrs arc profitably fostering with St.Chris·
topher money clips, St. Anthony key chains, miraculous medal bnttlm.
ere., may have something to recommend it, but we fail to see what it is.
• • . If all the religious gadgets and novel devices
market,
that arc mamud
day were left off
the
we do not think piety would safer
one bit, though commerce might. If the same money were spent fo,
prayer
books, sturdy rosaries, and sound religious reading insrad of
gadgets, the interior .religious gain would make up for the loss of out·
ward signs of piety.'' - Which goes to show that even for a Roman
Catholic too much is too much. But a Protestant fails to see why
a .rosary, however sturdy, should not be included among the plgecs.

•

•

•

Soviet Z.OOe authorities have taken over control of Wartburg Castle
near Eisenach, Luther's refuge after the Diet of Worms. The Scmet·
German (Communist) News Agency A. D. N. said that the Eur Ger·
man govemmenr had put the asde under its "guardianship" a a

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1952

9

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 23 [1952], Art. 63
77D

THEOLOGICAL OBSER.VER.

"nacioaal cultural place." .•• Wanburg Castle is owned by the Wartburg Foundation, jointly sponsored by the City of Eisca■ch, the state
of Tburingia. and the Evangelical Oiurcb of ThuringiL Ev■ngelic:aJ
Church officials in Berlin expressed the fcu that the aaion signified
expropriation. of the Foundation by Soviet Zone Authorities.

•

•

•

The chainnan of the Japan National Christian Council, the Rev.
Michio Kozalci, accused Prime Minister YoshidA and other Japanese
politicians of encouraging a revival of State Shintoism "to gain
politial support"; of "having no firm Shinto convictions," but showing
a public interest in shrine worship "to rake advantage of the trend
toward the old State religion." The Japanese Premier,
alleged,he
had
"sent a represenmrive to the Ise (Sun Goddess) shrine ro report to
the ancesrml war dead that the Peace Treaty had been signed." • . •
Mr. Kozalci, who is spokesmm for 90 per cent of Japan's Proreswus
and also moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japon, said
rhat one of the greatest results of the last war "was the abolition
of enforced Sr:ue Shintoism." His fear of rhe revival of State Shinto•
ism was shared by many Christian business men "who frequently
are forced to don:ue to shrine funds under pressure of a boycott of their
concerns. One Chrisri:tn le:ider, when he refused to donate to his
community shrine, was rold that the police authority was behind
the request." . . . He also said that the chairman of the Japan Buddhisrs
Association was equally concerned over the rebirth of State Shintoism.
The Buddhists are the largest religious group in Japan.

•

•

•

The creation of a Department of Theology was approved by the
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Hannover. Aims
of the department will be to promote co-operation in study among
Lutherans,
engage
in theological studies, and assist the churches in
suengthening congregational life. One of the department's chief
tasks will be to co-ordinate exchanges of professors, students, posrors.
andbetween
laymen
member churches of the Federation. .AnOther
funaioo will be ro facilirare the translation and publication of imponant rheological and church literature.

•

•

•

The organ of the Communist Free German Youth, rhe Jtn1g• Wtll,
bas demanded a ban on the Junge Gemeinde (Evangelical Young Community) in the Soviet Zone, charging the Evangelical youth with being
an "illegal and peace-disturbing organization which is working for
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the Americ;an intelligence service." Besides, the Communist orpa
said, the Junge Gemeinde aims at undermining the Pree German
¥outh as the only authorized youth organization in the Soviet Zone.
Only the Free German Youth organization should be allowed ro are
for the recttation of Ease German youth. . . . Church sowces in Berlin
meanwhile reported that in several districts of the Soviet Zone zma.
cional youth camps of the Evangelical and Roman Catholic Oiurc:bes
were closed down by Communise authorities. -There is hudly an issue
of the R. N. S. without some report of such anti-church action m
the part of Soviet authorities; it is growing monotonous. But jusc
!,>cause .of this we arc :ipc ro overlook these reports: they are DO
longer news;
so we skip over them with a hasty glance. And that
would be tmgic. I.ct us not forget that Communist forces everywbctt
are out to hinder all church inRuence on the growing youth.
THRO. HOYEll
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